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7 ne Stargazer's Checklist ind The Big Dippét 8 egin Your Exploration
First, wait for a night that is clear and The Big and Little Dippers rotate around Now that you have found the North
lights, the more stars you can see. Don't chances are that if you look up toward the :
" - , TP Hult b ok " B . On a clear moonless night, more than a
orget to get permission from an adult or night sky, you will see the Big Dipper. .
.g il _ : 2 . _ i _ : thousand stars are visible. You can also see
bring one along! includes seven stars and looks just like a giant :
_ five of our solar system’s planets, star clusters,
dipper, hence the name. Once you've spotted : : :
SKYWATCHING KIT __ e _ galaxies, and the occasional bright comet.
the Big Dipper, it will lead you to Polaris and
- Blanket or jacket - Simple star chart the Little Dipper. You can find maps online to help you locate
. Binoculars . Observation Log the constellations and planets at

www.astronomyonline.org

- Flashlight - Cover the end with red paper to
preserve the sensitivity of your eyes.

F{ow To Find The Little Dippel

_ HOW DOES OUR VIEW OF THE NIGHT
The Big Dipper has two parts -abowland  SKY CHANGE?

a handle. The two outer stars in the bowl are As Earth orbits around the Sun, the night side of
called Dubhe and Merak. If you draw an
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our planet faces different directions throughout

“LITTLE DIPPER” ' . imaginary line between these two stars, it will

the year. As a result, certain constellations are
point towards Polaris, or the North Star. This is

best seen during winter or summer months.

Did You Know??

PO e e T why Dubhe and Merak are called The Pointers.
““BIG DIPPER” -

Polaris is also part of the Little Dipper, it's the

' R S end of the handle. The Little Dipper has seven Our eyes can detect subtle variations in
DUBHE 5« Xiaais stars like the Big Dipper, but they are much brightness, determine the colors and relative
MERAK . . gl g closer together. You may have noticed the Little temperatures of stars, and even track the

“The stars are the jewels of.the night,

Dipper is harder to Sspot in the night Sky This is motions of the Moon and p|anets.
because the four middle stars of the handle and

the day has to show” . . - i bowl| do not shine as bright.
-Henry David Thoreau

and perchance surpass anything which -




